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  As much as I appreciated the chance to throw myself into the recitals while dealing with the painful 

autoimmune system breakdown (think shingles) I felt better when I didn’t keep jumping up to take 

photos of the students.  But I didn't think the consequences through, so NOW I’m paying for it: 

NO PICS for my Please send me TRADITIONAL BULLETIN BOARD. your favorite photos by mail 

or jpeg?  Or just bring them the first day of lessons. I’d appreciate it very much.

THIS PACKET INCLUDES:

  This NEWSLETTER, so we can get ‘piano lessons’ established before the September rush of the 
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  This NEWSLETTER, so we can get ‘piano lessons’ established before the September rush of the 

beginning of school activities.

 Next is a copy of the YEARLY LESSON SCHEDULE, which goes in FRONT of the student’s LESSON 

PLAN BINDER (also on web site, carolynmusic.com). The reverse side has a copy of the STUDIO POLICIES. Notice the 

TRAFFIC PATTERN & PARKING section. Over the years, we went through a lot of growing pains last year getting 

this subject fine tuned. I’m expecting we’ll have no snarl-ups, near accidents (involving cars, children running

 into the street, or K-turns). Last year was without incident… a true stellar year, due to everyone’s cooperation.

 After the posting above comes the first tab (yellow) where we teachers will be placing the weekly 

lessons plans. The sheet next in line (green) is the STUDENT’S WEEKLY ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE

 will be directly after the tab, so the BACK of this sheet will be facing the lesson plan for the 

following week. On this side is a reminder on how to get started and follow through the practice 

sessions. Pease take a minute to discuss and pencil in the best times for piano practice. I would 

suggest 4-5 short-but-conscientious practices a week, rather than practicing a long time just 

before the lesson (Or, in many cases, on the DAY before the lesson. LOL).

  Please check weekly coral tab, PARNETS NOTICES & ‘TIPS’ for upcoming events and/or 

personal messages. There are 3 sheets this time titled “The Top 10 Worst & Best Ways to Practice"

(funny), our Rebate Policy to show our appreciation for your Recommendations, the last on 

Health Issues and Rewarding with Stars program. That ends putting things into the binder.

  Moving on, we have:

-��������� Orange sheet: when LESSONS start in September, time and teacher,

-��������� Information Database sheets (just a few of you…the rest got your’s in).

-��������� The invoice for the September payment.



  A BUZZ-IN SYSTEM has been installed at the side entrance to the house. Find your teacher’s 

name and push the button next to it, ‘Once, Gently and Quickly’. The bell is VERY loud on the 

receiving end. If you feel you don’t think your teacher heard first time, count slowly to 10 and 

try once again. One of us may be still getting ourselves up off the floor due to shock.

 I’m just now beginning to fill my Thursday Pre-piano class fro 41/2 to 6 year olds Thursdays, 

@ 3:45 for an hour. If you know of anyone interested, please send them my way?

  AND NOW, I want to tell you about my most enjoyable project his summer: arranging songs 

you listen to on your ipod and radio in very easy and medium easy formats. I take no credit 

for this undertaking, except for its concept (more later).

  For years, it’s been on my mind that the music publishing business has adopted the commercial 

tactics of book publishers. The first edition of a new book comes out in expensive hard cover. 

When sales begin to sag they release the title in paperback. The same thing happens with piano

 transcriptions of Broadway, well-loved popular performer’s creations, and many of the other 

interesting genres.

     First version: for voice, piano accompaniment with guitar chords, reasonably difficult. 

This is fine if a student is pretty advance, and is going to be a backup for a singer only,

 or will be playing the piano or guitar, while accompanying themselves.

     Second version: (called ‘Easy’) the student gets to play melody AND harmony… but 

for the most part it’s not easy for the beginning and early intermediate student. In fact 

it’s very difficult for the very YOUNG school child who is ‘into’ Taylor Swift, Katy Perry, and 

Mika, as they are becoming more sophisticated in what they listen to earlier and earlier.Mika, as they are becoming more sophisticated in what they listen to earlier and earlier.

  So what’s a teacher to do who isn’t versed in making arrangements for this new generation, 

without running the risk of ‘dating’ herself by adding a Rock & Roll, or Disco styles 

reminiscent of my good old days?

  FIND SOMEONE who knows the new harmonies and can simplify them while keeping 

the basic harmonic underpinnings (and Carolyn learns as we go along ^J^

  TA-DA!!! Meet JESSICA DOYLE!! My Roosevelt Intermediate student, who fits the bill. 

There isn’t any style of music that we cover at lesson time (Classical, Japanese anime) 

that we haven’t wish we had more time to ponder the nuances of some composer’s

 intentions, or wonder how a certain piece would sound adapted for piano or violin.

One day I was commiserating about how students who receive gifts of the first 

editions of the latest superstar. They’re so excited when they arrive to the lesson 

with music in hand but being that it’s the difficult version, eventually they get 

discouraged. Although many are quite savvy and can judge if a piece is right for 

them by going on-line to Sheetmusic.com and/or Pianolicious.com and find just the 

right adaptation of a piece for them. Yet, even then the student finds the versions 

on those websites to be too hard, or not even there at all. That’s why Jess not only 

arranges pieces but does to fit the student.

  Each selection is arranged for a different level of proficiency:

  Super Simple: For very early beginners. One or two staves, no hands playing at 

the same time, a great way to really spark a pupil’s interest in piano.

  Simple: Two staves, no chords, hands playing at the same time, also for beginners, 

but just a bit more difficult.



  Simple Accompaniment: Also two staves, chords now added, but this time with two

 piano parts. The first piano part is just the melody, but the second piano is the 

harmony. The harmony part can be played by either a teacher or a student, with 

simple chords.

  Easy: Two staves, chords, harmonies, definitely for the intermediate student who

 can’t find what they’re looking for on either Sheetmusic.com or Pianolicious.com…

Also, there’s a cute computer game for the little ones just learning their ‘note 

names’ that’s been a hit in my teaching. Just go to Google and enter 2 words: 

‘funbrain’ ‘piano’ and up pops ‘The Piano Player’.

  Needless to say, I’m psyched to get this newsletter into the mail for you, and get 

on to my favorite time of year, when I ‘tweak’ every aspect of running the studio 

while looking forward to a delightful year to come. 

  Fondly, CKK


